
Mrs. Shockley’s First Grade
NOTES & NEWS

 for the Start of the 2019 – 2020 School Year

WELCOME!

It has been a pleasure to have the opportunity to meet so many of you already.   I look forward to us working closely together over the coming months to best help your child to grow and learn.
BEGINNINGS
What a joy it has been to come to work each day and get to spend time with your children!   Our beginning days together have been about establishing procedures, learning the rules, and getting to know one another.   The purpose in all of this has been to lay the foundation for a positive and supportive classroom community.   At Selwyn we want all students to feel safe and best prepared to learn.   As a school we have focused our attention on our “Rules for the Nest” over the past week.   Each day we have addressed the rules we have in our different school settings.   You can access this information packet on the school web site.   
MORE ABOUT THOSE RULES

We are spending a good deal of time in class learning our classroom rules   Our classroom “RULES TO REMEMBER” are:
· Be RESPECTFUL of all people and property.

· Be READY to follow directions promptly and completely.

· Be RESPONSIBLE for keeping hands, feet, objects, & noise to yourself.

· Be RESOURCEFUL so that you can always do your best.

In our room our focus will be on celebrating appropriate (and even exceptional!) behavior, while supporting students when they struggle to be the best versions of themselves.  We have already begun to implement a Positive Discipline framework, establish daily class Morning Meetings, and recognize students through the awarding of Swag Tags.  I look forward to further discussing our classroom culture with you when we meet for our Classroom Back-to-School Curriculum Night on September 24th at 6:15.
OUR CLASSROOM SCHEDULE
On our class web site you will find a copy of our classroom schedule.   Please understand that this schedule is subject to change.   I will keep you updated as to any modifications.  Here are the current highlights:
· Our school day begins at 7:45.   Please have your child here in plenty of time to start his/her day (School doors are opened at 7:15).   
· Lunch for our class will take place from 12:17 to 12:44 daily.
· Our ENRICHMENT CLASSES rotation is as follows:
Monday: P.E. [with Coach Moorer] from 9:25 – 10:05
Tuesday: Media from 9:25 – 10:05

Wednesday: Music [with Mrs. Mitchel-Harris] from 9:25 – 10:05
Thursday: P.E. [with Coach K] from 8:40 – 9:20 & Art [with Mrs. Swing] from 9:25 – 10:05

Friday: Makerspace from 8:40 – 9:20 (Note: On assembly Fridays this special time will be modified to 10:20-10:50.)
ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL

Please remember that students are not allowed into classrooms prior to the 7:15 bell.   Afternoon dismissal begins at 2:45.    During afternoon pick up please remain attentive and refrain from talking on your cell phone.   If some emergency comes up that keeps you from getting to Selwyn by 2:45, immediately notify the office.   Please send a note any time there is a change in your child’s normal mode of transportation.   PLEASE NOTE THAT WE ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO ACCEPT ANY TRANSPORTATION CHANGES BY PHONE or EMAIL.   Please either send a written note with your child or stop by the front office.   By communicating with me in advance about early dismissals, I can ensure that your child is packed up and can join you promptly and that instruction time for others is least impacted.
SNACK

We will be taking time for a short snack during our word work block each day to recharge.   Please send in a small, NUTRITIOUS snack with your child each day.   You are additionally asked to refrain from sending snacks that contain nuts or peanut butter.  Please refer to our class web page for information on alternative choices.  Beverages are also permitted at this time.   Please refrain from sending in sweets or sodas.   Because of the rise in food allergies and sensitivities, I am asking that students not share their snacks with others.   
LUNCH

Come join us any time!   Again, our lunch is scheduled from 12:17 to 12:44 daily.   We’ll meet you in the rotunda on our way to the cafeteria.  Once there, your child may chose one friend to join you both at one of our visitors’ tables.   Please be aware that friends cannot join you should you choose to eat outside on the Learning Plaza.  A WARNING ABOUT DESSERT: We are unable to restrict students from purchasing dessert at school.   If you do not want your child to regularly buy treats from the cafeteria you need to make this clear at home.   If you want to send me a short note about your family policy, I can then help to guide your child at lunch. NOTE: The cafeteria will be open for parent visits beginning Monday, September 16th.
BIRTHDAYS

We love opportunities to celebrate our friends.   Parents are welcome to send in a special treat to recognize their birthday child.   We ask that these be brought to share during our lunch time (12:17 – 12:44).   Please note that it is a CMS policy that anything shared must be purchased from a store or bakery that can provide nutrition labels.   Thank you for adhering to this policy.  I would appreciate a “heads up” if you are sending/bringing items that are not guaranteed to be nut-free.  [Parents of children with summer, winter, or spring break birthdays will be contacted regarding our “Un-birthday Party” celebration to be held later this year. ]

HOMEWORK

It’s coming, I promise.   Enjoy the reprieve!   Because of our “getting-used-to-things” + testing schedule at the beginning of September, regular homework will not begin for until the latter half of September. This will give us the opportunity to discuss it together first at Open House.  Keep in mind that reading is an every day expectation (and, yes, I am looking for weekend reading also!).   At least twenty minutes a day is our first grade expectation.   Please record reading on the yellow Reading Record found in your child’s Daily Folder.   
CALENDAR
· Tuesday 9/10 – Red Ribbon Reading Pledge Forms Sent Home

· Tuesday 9/24 – First Grade MAP Math Testing
· Tuesday 9/24 – Mid-Quarter Progress Reports Sent Home

· Tuesday 9/24 – Class Curriculum Night at 6:15
· Thursday 9/26 – Selwyn PTA Meeting and Curriculum Night at 5:30

· Friday 9/27 – Red Ribbon Reading Funds are Due!
· Friday 9/27 – Citizens & Scholars Assembly w/the MPHS Band [Open Mindedness]

· Friday 9/28 – Mid-Quarter Progress Reports Go Home
VOLUNTEERS

Thank you so much for your eagerness to jump right in.   I also appreciate that you’re giving me a short bit of time to evaluate how to best use your energy and talents.   Once this is accomplished, our class room parents will be contacting you to sign you up.   We’ll have much more information about volunteer opportunities at our Curriculum Open House on the 24th.   Keep in mind that ALL parents who volunteer in the school, chaperone on field trips, or include a friend when visiting their child for lunch MUST be registered with the CMS volunteer system (and must re-register annually!).   Signing up to help out will only take moments. You are able to sign up on the “Classroom Volunteers” section of our class web page anytime.
WANTS & NEEDS

I appreciate that you have provided supplies for your child to begin the school year prepared for learning.  Below you will find some additional items that we could use in our classroom.   Throughout the year other wishes will be posted as appropriate on our class web page.   Once again, thanks so much!
· “Oh, I Forgot Mine!” Snacks

· Reams of White Cardstock
· Brightly Colored Copy Paper
· Several Rolls of Clear Contact Paper (to prolong the life of our books)
COMMUNICATION
Your child will be most successful this year if we are working together.   This makes our communication with one another vital.   More “Notes & News” will posted online monthly.  Additional email notifications will be sent as needed.  Information from home that requires my immediate attention should be sent in the Daily Folder.    Any time you have questions regarding your child, please don’t hesitate to email me at lecia.shockley@cms.k12.nc.us  For information about our room you can also visit our class web page at https://first-n-foremost.weebly.com/  I look forward to us developing a strong, positive partnership this year as we strive to help your child achieve his or her best.
